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DEDICATION. 


TO  THE 

RIGHT  HONOURABLE 

E*  *  *  *d  B*  *  ke. 

SIR, 

Tl  HE  admiration  which  I  once  felt  for  your 
great  and  various  endowments,  is  removed  when 
I  refleft  on  your  apoftacy,  and  I  find,  with  regret, 
that,  the  empire  of  reafon,  like  that  of  the  world, 

has  its  periods  of  declenfion. - 1  could  lament, 

in  common  with  every  friend  to  humanity,  this 
ruin  of  the  mind,  were  it  the  refult  of  a  natural 
and  inevitable  decay,  and  that  no  lucid  interval 
irradiated  the  gloom.  But  when  obflinacy,  flub- 
born  and  contumacious,  adds  inveteracy  to  con- 
flitutional  fpleen,  and  that  obduracy,  inflexible 
and  unforgiving,  bars  the  heart  againfl  recon¬ 
cilement  and  renders  it  impervious  to  former 
friendfhips;  commiferation  is  converted  into  con¬ 
tempt,  and  I  no  longer  feem  to  view  a  man  but  a 

monfter, 


IV 


9 


DEDICATION. 
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monfter,  who,  infuriate  from  his  baffled  hopes, 
and  blinded  by  a  bigot  zeal,  became  a  willing 
acceflary  in  the  degradation  of  the  ftate,  and  the 
ruin  of  his  country. 

“  If  this  be  madnefs,  there  is  method  in  it.’* 

This  Sir,  is  my  inducement  for  fubmitting  to 
your  patronage  and  perufal,  the  following  letters, 
for,  while  I  confider  you  the  author  and  orignal 
promoter  of  the  prefent  calamitous  war,  and  of 
the  carnage  and  devaluation  that  have  followed  it, 
I  can  dedicate  them,  with  propriety,  to  no 
other. 

Dublin,  BOLINGBROKE, 

‘ 'January ,  12,  1796. 


LETTERS, 

_  + 

TO  THE 

RIGHT  HON.  WILLIAM  PITT,* 


SIR, 

the  period  is  perhaps  approaching  when 
the  Public  may  demand  an  account  of  your  Ad- 
miniftration,  and  that  you  may  be  called  on  to 
render  a  ftatement  of  the  great  trull  it  has  repofed 
in  you,  before  that  tribunal  whofe  judgment  you 
have  infulted,  and  whofe  jullice  you  have  def- 
pifed ;  it  may  not  be  premature  or  impertinent 
to  enquire  into  the  motives  of  your  condudl,  and 
the  meafures  you  have  thought  proper  to  adop't 
in  the  Government  of  the  Country,  and  to  ftrike 
a  fair  balance  between  you  and  the  People  who 
are  your  creditors,  and  whom  you  have  reduced 
to  a  Hate  of  wretchednefs  and  bankruptcy  by 
your  vague  fpeculations  and  ambitious  views. 
This  is  an  irkfome  talk:  on  me  it  impofes  the 
invidious  office  of  Public  Accufer ,  and  calls  on 
the  great  Inquell  of  the  Nation  to  fcan  well  and 

*  This  Letter,  addreffed  to  the  Minifter,  was  publiihed 
in  the  Morning  Chronicle ,  Sept.  30th,  1795,  but  the  other, 
bearing  date  Oct.  26th,  was  by  many  untoward  accidents, 
prevented  from  appearing  early  enough  to  anticipate  the 
meeting  of  Parliament,  and  the  author  has  iince,  been  obliged 
to  relinquifh  his  deiign  of  continuing  the  correfpondence, 
from  the  neceflity  of  his  return  to  his  native  country, 
(Ireland).  He  is  now  induced  to  publifh  them  together, 
ieft  malignity  might  attribute  his  Lienee,  and  apparent 
breach  of  promife,  to  mini  iter  iai  influence. 

A 


truly 


(  a  )  V  „  ' 

truly'  the  merits  of  the  charge,  and  to  find  ac¬ 
cordingly. 

^  Though  the  Liberty  of  the  Press  has  been 
invaded,  and  the  freedom  of  difcuffion  fupprelfed 
by  Minifterial  influence,  no  force  has  yet  been 
able  to  raze  it  from  its  foundation  ;  and  it  ftill 
flands,  though  difmantled,  a  firm  bulwark  againft 
Power  and  Prerogative. 

Ufhered  into  life  under  the  aufpicesof  a  popu¬ 
lar  Minifler,  the  name  of  Pitt,  by  an  amiable, 
though  erroneous  fuperflition,  was  conlidered  as 
the  happy  omen  of  the  national  weal,  and  the 
diftinguifhing  chara&eriflic  of  every  patriotic 
virtue.  The  vanity  which  prompted  you  to 
confider  as  a  right  inherent,  the  merits  attribut¬ 
ed,  and  the  praifes  beflowed  by  parental  par¬ 
tiality,  led  you  to  eflimate  yourfelf  as  a  paragon 
of  genius,  and  inclined  the  Public  to  imagine 
that  the  confidence  of  your  carriage,  and  the 
authoritative  tone  you  affumed,  were  the  necef- 
fary  rcfult  of  a  mind  confcious  of  fuperior  en¬ 
dowments.  Your  youth,  too,  aflifted  the  delu- 
iion,  and  thole  florid  declamations,  which  were 
poured  forth,  as  it  feemed,  unpremeditately,  and, 
from  the  infpiration  of  the  moment,  were  liftened 
to  with  delight,  and  conlidered  as  perfe&  models 
of  eloquence,  by  thofe  who  were  furprifed  into 
a  premature  approbation  of  them,  by  the  impof- 
ing  iogenuoufnefs  of  your  manner.  The  friends 
of  your  Father  cried  you  up  as  a  miracle,  and 
his  death,  which  awakened  the  Nation’s  fiympa- 
thy,  fixed  all  eyes  upon  you,  and  created  a 
fentiment  of  grateful  folicitude  for  the  fon  of  a 
man  to  whom  fhe  confidercd  herfelf  fo  much  in¬ 
debted 


(  3  ) 

debted.  The  tide  of  opinion  fet  in  your  favour, 
and  a  mod  fortunate  concurrence  of  circuni- 
ffances  enabled  you  to  profit  by  it : — inflated  by 
this  rapid  fuccefs,  that  vanity  which  firfl  kept 
you  buoyant,  from  too  much  expanfion  mud 
burd,  and  leave  you,  like  a  bubble  on  the  tide 
of  human  affairs,  on  which  you  fo  lately  rode 
triumphant.— 

NecefFity  is  the  parent  of  Invention,  and  Inex> 
perienceis  taught  wifdom  in  the  fchool  of  Adver- 
fity.  How  long,  Sir,  mud  the  Nation  groan  under 
accumulating  difficulties  ?■ — How  much  more 
blood  mud  be  fhed,  and  treafure  expended,  be¬ 
fore  you  have  learned  the  art  to  govern,  and 
have  acquired  fufffcient  experience  to  remedy  the 
blunders  you  have  committed,  and  forecad  to 
avoid  the  dedru£lion  that  may  fucceed  them  ? — 
Retire  before  it  be  too  late,  nor  longer  trifle  with 
the  happinefs  of  a  great  people  whom  you  have 
but  too  well  fucceeded  in  dividing.  The  manly 
and  decided  character  of  your  "great  Father  you 
have  not  inherited,  nor  has  his  fpirit  defcended 
upon  you.  Your  fyftem  has  been  confined  to  a 
fpecies  of  low  artifice  and  petty  chicanery,  bet¬ 
ter  calculated  for  the  meridian  of  an  Old  Baiiy 
Solicitor  than  the  Prime  Minifler  of  the  Britifh 
Empire ;  and  your  ta£lies  are  founded  upon 
principles  that  tend  to  undermine  without  re¬ 
ducing.  Already  have  you  facrificed  fome  cf 
your  mofl  faithful  adherents  in  a  purfuit  as  def- 
perate  as  chimerical.  By  a  barbarous  refine¬ 
ment  you  have  fent  thoufands  to  be  butchered, 
in  order  to  difcover  a  difeafe  in  the  Conflitution 
of  the  State  which  never  exiftedA  and  fubje&ed 

your 
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your  wretched  patients  to  every  fpecies  of  ag¬ 
gravated  fuffering  to  find  out  an  apprehended 
malady,  in  the  purfuit  of  which  the  Nation  has 
already  expended  thoufands  of  men  and  millions 
of  money.,  to  enable  you  to  carry  on  this  laudable 
and  beneficial  Courfe  of  Experimental  Fhilofophy  ! ! 

“  Shed  Blood  enough,  young  Rhenold  !’* 

It  will  at  lead  allay  the  fever  of  Republica- 
nifm. — While  a  vi&im  remains  to  be  immolated 

•  ■  -  I?'’8  »  i  .  4 

in  this  your  favourite  purfuit,  there  is  hope  of 
fuccefs. — Should  you  be  fortunate  enough  to 
difeover  this  radical  defe6l  in  the  Body  Politic, 
and  obliterate  the  impodume  that  has  fprung  up 
and  grown  in  the  human  mind,  lb  fatal  to 
Princes,  or  develope  the  proximate  caufe  which 
has  produced  fuch  Revolutions  in  States  and 
opinions,  you  will,  no  doubt,  be  ranked  with 
Bacon,  Boyle,  and  Newton,  and  your  effigy 
will  be  placed  between  Harvey  and  Haller  in  the 
Temple  of  Science. 

Lucky  Statefman  !  fortunate  Financier  !  whofe 
refources  are  equal  to  all  emergencies;  whofe  fore- 
cad  provides  for  every  untoward  accident ;  whofe 
fortitude  remains  unlhaken  amidd  the  fall  of 
Empires ;  who,  Stoic  like,  can  dived  himfelf  of 
all  miHdnefs  of  Nature,  correct  the  weaknefles  of 
the  heart  by  the  councils  of  the  judgment,  nor 
fuller  obtrufive  Humanity  to  arred  the  arm  of 
Execution  l  !  ! 

1  t  •  :  ■  .  . .  • 

After  having  fquandered  near  iqo,oco,oool.  in 
the  purfuit  of  a  phantom,  you  have  been  driven 
to  the  neceffity  of  again  recun  ing  to  the  Bank  for 
i,ioo, oool.  more,  upon  the  late  vote  of  credit, 
and  Parliament,  no  doubt,  will  be  again  called 


on 


on  to  impofe  additional  burdens  on  the  people, 
before  they  are  thoroughly  fentible  of  their  con¬ 
dition. 

The  late  Treaty  with  Spain  has  given  the 
French  incalculable  advantages  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  and  our  trade  mull  be  ruined  in  that 
quarter,  not  withftan  ding  the  fuperiority  of  our 
navy  ;  nor  will  it  be  in  the  power  of  the  Firft 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  with  all  his  zeal  and 
activity,  to  prevent  it,  fhould  this  accurfed  war 
be  perfevered  in  much  longer.  This  is  no  ironi¬ 
cal  compliment.  I  believe  Lord  Spencer  to  be 
juft  and  capable  in  his  department,  though  mil- 
taken  in  his  adoption  of  Mr.  Burke’s  exterminat¬ 
ing  maxims,  and  rejoice  that  I  am  enabled  to 
fay  fo,  writh  truth  of  one  of  his  Majefty’s  Minifters. 
Our  marine  may  indeed  continue  to  encreafe  and 
profper,  but  “  our  commerce  muji  perijh and  the 
anathema  pronounced  againft  it  in  this  pious  zeal 
for  crufading,  will  Bill  remain  a  fit  motto  for 
him  whofe  fagacity  feledted,  as  the  leader  of  a 
counter-revolutionary  army,  the  fieady  and  va¬ 
lour  mis  Puyfay  !  The  (hade  of  the  intrepid  Som- 
breul  frowns  indignant,  and  hovers  over  his 
betrayers,  and  his  injured  ghoft  cries  out  for  ven¬ 
geance.  This  can  hardly  be  called  a  poetic 
fi&ion.  If  I  am  not  much  deceived,  you  have 
feen  his  threatning  form  in  your  vifions,  and  the 
air-drawn  dagger  which  fancy7  fufpended  over 
you,  has  inflicted  a  deadly  wound  upon  your 
harrafled  mind.  If  the  facrifice  of  Iphegenia 
could  procure  for  the  Grecian  navyr  a  profperous 
wind,  may  not  a  claftic  fancy7  -amufe  itfelf  in  the 
conjecture,  that  perhaps  the  head  of  an  unpopu- 
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ht  and  unfeeling  Minifter  might  afford  the  beft 
peace-offer  in  g  to  outraged  humanity,  and  an 
atonement  for  Britain’s  wrongs. 

Well  has  it  been  faid  by  a  man*,  whofe  autho¬ 
rity,  though  it  will  have  no  weight  with  you,  has 
made  an  imprefiion  on  thole  whofe  minds  are 
above  prejudice  that  “  the  Englifh  nation  are  not 
to  be  held  refponlible  for  the  crimes  of  its  Go¬ 
vernment,  and  that  the  epoch  is  not  far  diftant 
when  Oppofition  will  triumph,  when  Pitt  will  be 
dtfmiffed  and  devoted  to  contempt,  and  when  the 
repofe  of  Europe  will  be  realized.” 

Take  warning  from  the  predi&ion,  though  it 
came  from  the  mouth  of  a  Frenchman  and  a  Re¬ 
publican  :  We  have  often  been  inftru&ed  by  our 
foes.  Remove  yourfelf,  I  repeat  it,  from  the 
popular  odium,  and  the  vengeance  of  an  infulted 
and  oppreffed  people,  who  will  demand  retribu¬ 
tion  for  the  countlefs  calamities  you  have  called 
down  upon  them. 

A  few  more  burdens;  a  few  more  taxes;  a 
few  more  Ioffes  and  defeats  may  rouze  the  body 
of  the  nation  from  its  political  paralyfis,  and  the 
firfl  fymptom  of  returning  convalescence  may 
prove  fatal  to  you. 

It  is  not,  believe  me,  the  venal  applaufe  of  an 
hired  rabble  that  can  drown  the  murmurs  of  dif- 
eontent,  or  divert  from  their  fufferings  the  minds 
gf  the  people  ;  nor  can  the  countenance  and  autho¬ 
rity  of  one ,  prevail  againft  the  cry  of  the  many. 
There  is  at  prelent,  I  admit,  a  calm,  but  it  is  that 

t  / 

*  BoifiV  D’Anglas,  in  bis  eloquent  any  energetic  Report 
on  the  p relent  State  of  Europe. 


awful 
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awful  ftillnefs  that  precedes  a  dorm,  and  the  re¬ 
po  fe  of  that  ftrength  which  “  binds  up  each  cor¬ 
poral  faculty  for  fome  terrible  feat.”  This  war 
mult  have  a  termination. — This  llruggle  for  power 
mult  have  an  end,  and  your  reluctance  to  furren- 
dera  Itation  fo  productive  and  commanding,  mull 
yield  to  the  imperious  mandate  of  inevitable  necef- 
lity.  The  people  cannot  always  be  blind  to  their 
own  interefts  ;  nor  had  you  the  purfe  of  Fortuna- 
tus  in  lieu  of  the  Treafury  would  it  avail.  Radi 
man,  whofe  vanity  and  obftinacy  have  called  down 
on  a  once  profperous  nation,  the  fcourge  of  fa¬ 
mine  and  the  walte  of  war  ;  too  proud  to  take  in- 
flrudtion  from  wifer  counfels,  and  too  headltrong 
to  correct  pall  errors ! — To  you  that  warning 
voice,  whofe  predictions  were  prophetical,  fpoke 
in  vain ; — to  you  each  defeat  was  but  the  precur- 
for  to  a  greater ;  blunder  followed  blunder  in  a 
regular  and  fyltematic  progrelhon  ;  for  your  plans 
have  been  fo  deep  laid,  and  your  fyltems  fo  well 
concerted,  that  not  one  expedition  has  been  the 
refult  of  them,  that  has  not  mifearried,  from  the 
memorable  attack  on  Dunkirk  to  the  landing  at 
Quiberon!!! 

Valenciennes,  Conde,  Quefnoy  and  Landrecy 
re-taken ,  with  all  their  additional  (tores  and  pro- 
vifions ;  Toulon  recaptured  without  fudaining  a 
lofs  worth  recording,  notwithftanding  the  boaded 
engagements  of  the  naval  Lord  to  whom  it  fur- 
rendered,  and  (hips  of  the  line  and  frigates  which 
might  then  have  been  dedroyed,  riling  in  judg¬ 
ment  againd  thofe  who  could  have  rendered  them 
for  ever  unferviceable.  Let  no  enquiry  took  place 
into  this  difgraceful  negligence !— - A  tranfaCHon 

which 
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which  forms  one  of  the  moft  ftriking  features  of 
your  adminiftration,  for  at  that  time  you  were 
Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty?  having  kindly  un¬ 
dertaken  the  duties  of  that  important  office  during 
jhe  repofe  of  your  noble  brother*  Good  Godl 
4£  Can  this  be  fteeped  in  Lethe  and  forgotten  l" 
After  this  fplendid  retreat ,  fo  pompoufly  announc¬ 
ed  in  the  Gazette  as  another  Victory ;  after  the 
revolution  in  Holland,  and  the  defe&ion  of  our 
good  Allies  the  Dutch  ;  after  the  firm  and  energetic 
fupport  afforded  by  our  fubfidifed  confederates ; 
after  the  Spanifh  Treaty,  and  the  Pruffian  revolt ; 
and  finally,  after  theconqueft  of  Quiberon,  and  the 
palling  of  the  Rhine,  your  friends  may  flile  you 
without  an  hyperbole,  a  Heaven-born  Minifier!  !  ! 

This  glorious  expedition  to  the  coaft  of 
France,  though  undertaken  rather  late ,  had  an 
admirable  *  effed  in  creating  a  diverfion .  The 
making  Quiberon  a  grand  depot  for  military 
flores  and  provifions,  was  a  ftroke  of  Machiavelian 
policy  worthy  the  genius  that  conceived  it,  and 
fpoke  more  emphatically  than  you ,  Sir,  could 
fpeak,  or  a  fpeech  from  the  Throne  fpeak,  of  our 
unexampled fucceffes!  That  cc  we  were  in  no  want 
of  neceffaries,  and  that  like  Henry  IV.  of  France, 
when  befieging  his  capital,  wre  fcorned  to  famifh 
thofe  wre  could  fubdue  1” 

But  I  fear  I  havetrefpaffed  too  long  on  that  time 
which  is  fo  precious  to  the  public.  Some  overt-ads 
ftill  remain  to  be  recorded,  for  which  w  e  fhall  count 
hereafter. — Till  when,  lam,  as  ever, 

Your  Friend  and  Admirer , 


Sept.  .30,  1795. 


BOLINGBROKE. 
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LETTER  II. 


sis. 

Though  a  month  has  now  fully  elapfed, 

lince  I  firft  ventured  to  addrefs  you,  my  promife 
has  not  been  forgotten  and  I  waited  but  for  the 
affembling  of  Parliament,  to  folicit  your  atten¬ 
tion  to  a  fecond  letter*  Periodical  publications 
make  no  durable  impreflion  on  the  public  mind, 
if  they  be  not  backed  by  fome  event  of  impor¬ 
tance  to  which  they  allude ;  for  it  is  the  diftin- 
guilhing  chara&eriftic  of  the  Britifh  nation  to 
fuffer  and  fuccumb  under  the  prelfure  of  difficul¬ 
ties,  with  frigid  apathy  or  phlegmatic  indiffer¬ 
ence,  unlefs  goaded  by  fome  deadly  vyound, 
or  rouzed  by  fome  crying  calamity. 

Foreflalled  as  I  may  have  appeared  in  my 
former  conclufions,  during  a  rapid  fucceffion  of 
events,  detailed  by  *  Republican  reporters,  and 
tranfcribed  in  almoft  every  ephemeral  publica¬ 
tion  ;  the  apparent  plagiarifm  arofe  from  a  linking 
coincidence  in  the  application  of  them  to  dif- 
aflers  and  defeats,  the  neceffary  refult  of  mif- 
condudl  and  mifmanagement :  and  I  fhould  have 

*  Boifiy  D’Anglas,  Larivier,  &c.  &c. 

B  relinquifhed 
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relinquifhed  the  difgufting  repetition,  orconfigned 
to  abler  pens  than  mine  the  caftigation  of  mi- 
nifterial  profligacy ;  had  not  a  hope  prefented 
itfelf,  that  “  en  tnaffe  ”  my  obfervations  might 
make  an  impreflion,  and  that  what  they  wanted 
in  ftrengtb,  individually,  they  might  gain  by 
union. 

This  Sir,  is  my  motive  for  again  addrefling  you, 
and  troubling  the  public — and,  as  long  as  a  hope 
remains  to  infpirit  me,  I  fhall  not  ceafe  to  re¬ 
iterate,  with  all  the  energy  I  am  capable  of — the 
glaring  offences  you  have  committed  againft  the 

national  profperity,  and  the  happinefs  of  the 
people. 

You  are  now  about  to  open  another  feflion, 
and  have*  no  doubt,  already  prepared  a  fpeech 

lor  the  throne.  If  it  fpeak  truth  -  -  - - and 

furely  you  will  not  dare,  with  all  your  hardihood, 
to  put  a  falfehood  into  the  mouth  of  your  fove- 
reign  ;*  the  people  will  expe6l  to  hear  of  fome 
great  national  advantage  obtained,  in  exchange  for 
what  blood  and  treafure  they  have  already  ex¬ 
pended,  in  the  progrefs  of  this  jujl  and  necejfary 
war ;  or  will  be  anxious  to  learn  what  henefts 
they  are  likely  to  derive  from  the  new  loans 
and  taxes  you  are  going  to  impofe  upon  them. 

It  will  require  all  your  eloquence,  and  all 
your  ingenuity,  to  glofs  over  a  recent  capture, 
and  you  mud  borrows  in  fpite  of  your  abhor¬ 
rence,  from  Barrere,  the  plaufible  nack  of  em- 
beilifhing  a  defeat,  wrhen  you  come  to  report 

*  He  did  dare  to  do  it,  neverthelefs. 
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the  partial  check  which  our  commerce  has  fuf- 
tained,  by  the  late  capture,  in  the  Mediterranean  !  1 
You  Hand  upon  the  brink  of  a  precipice, 
which  the  tide  of  human  events  is  daily  under¬ 
mining,  and  wafhing  away  beneath  your  feet  ; 
and  your  fall  will  be  in  proportion  to  the  height 
of  that  giddy  elevation  upon  which  your  ambiti¬ 
ous  views  have  placed  you. 

The  captivating  theory  upon  which  you  firfl 
mounted  to  authority,  gave  a  profpedl  of  profpe- 
rity,  by  the  redu&ion  of  the  Nation’s  debt: 
But  that  deluhon  has  vanished  like  a  dream,  and 
your  sinking  fund  has,  in  its  moil  literal  accep¬ 
tation,  plunged  her  into  irremediable  Bankruptcy  /  / 
For  what  refources,  however  great,  can  hold  out 
againft  the  extravagant  undertakings,  and  vague 
fpeculations  of  a  man  who  feems  to  have  taken 
his  leffons  in  chivalry  from  the  dreams  of  Cer- 

V  1  \ 

vantes,  and  fquanders  millions,  in  the  paroxifms 
of  his  delirium,  on  proje&s  as  vain  and  hypo¬ 
thetical  as  thofe  of  the  Knight  of  La  Mancha  ; 
impelled  by  the  fiery  zeal  and  frantic  ravings  of 

a  monk  of  the  i  Sth  centurv — the  mild  and  moderate 

«/  ■  -  , 

Hermit  of  Beacon?s-field,  pioufiy  inculcating  the 
doctrine  of  extermination,  through  the  merits  of 
his  “'unbought  grace”  and  planning  a  <s  chea,p 
defence  for  nations f  under  the  cowl  of  a  monk, 
and  the  cloak  of  an  affaffin.— -What  blood  has 
beenfhed;  how  many  millions  expended?  are 

queltions  you  dare  not  anfwer. - -From  what 

fund  have  arifen  thofe  enormous  fuhfidies  fo 
lavifhly  paid,  and  fo  fhamefully  appropriated  ?— 
What  proportion  does  the  fluctuating  currency 
in  paper  bear  to  the  nominal  wealth  in  gold f— 

When 
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When  will  government  call  in  and  cancel  her 
countlefs  fecurities  ? — How  is  the  intereft  of  them 
and  of  the  new  loans  to  be  paid  and  fatisfied  ?■— r 
&c.  &c.  &c. - -Do  you  not  fhudder  at  thefe  in¬ 
terrogatories  ? - Have  you  duly  weighed  and 

confidered  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  the  French 
Revolution/ — the  maxims  of  Necker ,  and  the  ex¬ 
pedients  of  Calonne  ?  or  ever  ventured  to  draw 
a  companion  between  their  fatal  fyflems  and 

your  own  financiering  projects  ? - Anfwer  thefe 

if  you  dare - Keep  up  a  fidlitious  credit  as 

long  as  you  can. — Sordid  individuals  eager  to 
grafp  at  and  accumulate  ufurious  advantages 
may  ftill  be  found  to  advance  money  upon  pre¬ 
miums  and  annuities — but  money  rnuft  fail  in  the 
end : — the  day  of  reckoning  may  be  poftponed 
but  cannot  be  avoided,  and  the  cataflrophe  is 
inevitable. 

Do  thefe  charges  attach  upon  you  ? — They  do . 

- - You  have  been  lavifh  of  the  public  wealth 

beyond  example,  and  almoft  beyond  the  reach  of 

calculation ; - upwards  of  a  million  thrown 

away  on  a  Quixotic  expedition  to  the  IJle  de  Dieu. 
as  if  that  were  the  land  of  promife — the  little 
Canaan ,  abounding  with  wine  and  oil,  that  was 

to  remunerate  us  for  all  our  Ioffes !  f- - — An 

immenfe  private  property,  and  confequently  a 
great  portion  of  the  national  wealth,  captured  in 
the  Mediterranean,  for  want  of  fufficient  informa¬ 
tion  and  fufficient  maritime  force  to  protect  and 
convoy  our  homeward-bound  merchantmen  ! 

How  is  this  lofs  to  be  replaced  ? - By  a 

NEW  LOAN  OF  EIGHTEEN  MILLIONS!!;} 

Has 
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Has  Hermes  beftowed  on  you  his  Caduceus ,* 
which  ijiftead  of  being,  in  your  hands,  the  fym- 
bol  of  peace  and  profperity ,  has  been  employed  to 
lull  the  public  mind  into  a  fatal  fecurity  and  feal 
the  eyes  of  every  political  Argus,  not  above  the 
temptation  of  gold.  Will  not  the  report  of  this 
recent  difafter  rouze  it,  as  it  has  rouzedme?  The 
ftorm  heard  remote  is  contemplated  without  emo¬ 
tion,  the  eye  calmly  repofes  on  the  diftant 
fplendor  while  only  feint  corufcations  illumine 
the  horizon;  but  when  its  thunders  burft  o’er 
our  devoted  heads,  and  its  flaihes  glare  before  our 
aftonifhed  fenfes,  we  relinquifh  our  confident  and 
daring  fecurity  and  fly,  with  precipitation,  from 
the  dangers  that  threaten  us. — The  lofs  of  the 
Mediterranean  convoy  is  a  thunder-bolt  to  you,, 
which  if  it  prove  not  fatal  on  the  inftant,  will 
leave  behind  it  a  noxious  quality  that  mu  ft  ter¬ 
minate  in  your  ruin.— For  that  lofs,  like  every 
other  that  has  occurred  during  your  adminiftra- 
tion,  demonftrates  the  madnefs  or  folly  of  the 
prefent  contention,  and  your  total  inability  to 
carry  on  a  war,  or  fuftain  the  interefts  of  a  great 
empire.— This  you  felt  long  ago,  and,  not  hav¬ 
ing  courage  to  retract,  you  plunged  deeper  into 
error.  If  your  mind  be  not  as  callous  as  your 
heart  is  unfufceptible,  and  that  nature  has  de¬ 
prived  you  of  refle&ion  as  flie  has  incapacitated 
you  for  enjoyment,  your  feelings  are  not  to  be 
envied  at  this  moment. 

*  The  Caduceus  was  ufed  by  the  Romans  as  a  fymbol  of 
peace  and  concord,  and  was  engraved  on  their  medals  to 
denote  good  condud,  peace  and  profperity. 


You 
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You  are  fenfible  that  the  crifis  of  your  fate 
draws  nigh,  and  the  terrors  of  your  confcience  have 
fought  an  anodyne  in  wine',  but  tlThf" THougJT  it 
can  brutalize,  can  never  fcreen  the  magiftrate  who 
has  abufed  his  power,  from  the  popular  vengeance 

and  the  juftice  of  the  law - - 

“  Quem  Deus  vult  perdere  prius  dementat. 
and  hence  thofe  no&urnal  orgies  in  which  you 
have  drowned  reflexion,  anddebafed  your  nature. 

cc  The  laws  of  Solon,”  (fays  the  Abbe  Barthe - 
kmy )  “  were  no  lefs  fevere  againft  the  violation 
of  decency  in  the  adminiftrator  of  the  ftate 
than  in  the  minifter  of  the  altar,  hence  thofe 
“  examinations — thofe  oaths— thofe  accounts  of 
<c  their  conduct,  which  he  exads  from  perfons 
€C  who  are  or  have  been  inverted  with  power ; 
**  hence  his  maxim  c  that  juftice  Jhould  be  Jlowly 
c  executed  on  the  faults  of  individuals ,  but  at  the 
c  inftant  on  men  in  office  and  hence  that  terrible 
<c  law  which  condemns  to  death  the  Archon  who 
“  after  lofing  his  reafon  in  the  pleafures  of  the 
*c  table,  fhould  dare  to  appear  in  public  with  the 
c<  enfigns  of  his  dignity.”5* 

This  may  appear  a  pedantic  allufion,  and  even 
you  Sir,  may  be  tempted  to  [mile  at  the  prudery 
of  the  obfervation,.  But  when  your  credit  has 
been  built  on  the  depreciation  of  others  and  that 
your  emiiTaries  and  fychophants  have  attempted  to 
blacken  them  that  they  might  recommend  you, 
and  that  you  have  acquired  the  addition  of  im¬ 
maculate  becaufe  you  have  pofTeffed  fufficient 
artifice  to  conceal  the  vicious  habits  that  belong 

*  Vide  AnachaKis  the  Younger’s  Travels  through  Greece. 

to 
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to  your  nature,  and  from-the-abfence  of  proper 
*ifi™-rrhinh  (hr  hig  dpnie^  yr>1,J  it  cannot  be  con- 
fidered  as  too  critical  of  fqueamifh — to  unmafk 
the  Hypocrite  and  exhibit  him  as  a  glutton  and  a 
wine-bibber  and  no  very  pun&ual  obferver  of  pe¬ 
cuniary  engagements.  Opennefs  and  fincerity  of 
heart  defignate  the  Man  of  the  People  ;  in 
all  his  errors  we  perceive  the  foibles  of  a  Man , 
and  the  deviations  of  genius.  He  has  not 
enriched  himfelf  or  his  relatives  with  the  fpoils 
of  the  public,  and  in  the  bofom  of  retirement 
and  feclulion  can  fmile  at  and  contemn  the  impo¬ 
tent  fallies  of  malice  and  the  machinations  of 
jealous  and  vindi&ive  authority  about  to  be 
levelled  in  the  dull. 

Adieu !  Sir, 

We  (hall  meet  at  Philippi* 

Oft.  2 6,  1795-  BOLINGBROKE; 


C 
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F ROM  a  nation  reduced,  for  ages,  to  all  the 
fubje&ion  of  a  Biitifh  Colony,  and  forced  to 
bear  the  burdens  impofed  upon  her  by  the 
Biitifh  rule,  under  the  familiar  and  impofing 
epithet  of  a  Sifter  State ,  I  again  refume  my  long- 
negie&ed  pen.  Forgotten  you  have  not  been, 
nor  has  a  temporary  removal  from  the  great 
Theatre  on  which  you  have  played,  and  ft  ill 
play  fo  diftinguifhed  a  part,  leffened  rny  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  interefts  of  the  one  country,  or  im¬ 
paired  my  wifhes  for  the  repofe  and  happinefs 
the  other. 

“  Ccelum  non  animum  mutant,  qui  trans  mare  currant.” 

If  Ireland  has  beennegle&ed,  and  that  the  ca¬ 
talogue  of  her  diftin£t  and  feparate  grievances  has 
not  formed  a  fpecific  charge  in  my  arraignment  of 
your  general  condud,  it  is,  becaufe  they  were 
laid  before  Lord  Fitz william,  and  fully  difcufled 

*  This  Letter  appeared  in  the  Morning  Chronicle , 
December  24. 

in 
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in  my  letters  to  that  Nobleman,  when  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  that  kingdom ;  and  that  lince  his 
treacherous  removal,  the  remedy  and  redrefs  for 
her  wrongs  were  removed  alfo.  Befides,  Sir,  at 
this  moft  critical  period,  it  appears  to  me,  that 
at  lead  for  a  feafon,  her  interefts  Ihould  merge 
in  thofe  of  the  Empire  at  large,  of  which  (he 
forms  but  a  component  part.  £C  She  muft  rife 
or  fall  with  Great  Britain  and  though  the  rays 
of  royal  favour  have  not  fhone  refplendent  on 
her  in  the  dawn  of  your  Adminiftration,  its 
decline  may  throw  a  fetting  radiance  on  this  de¬ 
voted  ifland. 

I  had  hopes,  tvhen  I  laft  addreffed  you,  that 
the  crimes  you  had  committed  in  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  both  countries,  would  have  found  an 
antidote  in  the  fpirit  and  perfeverance  of  the 
People,  roufed  from  that  incredible  apathy,  into 
which  long  fuffering  had  plunged  them. — 

“  Nefcio  quomodo  jam  ufu  obduerat  et  percalluerat 
civitatis  incredibilis  patientia.” 

I  was  deceived. - John  Bull,  I  find,  is  an 

animal  fit  only  to  carry  great  burdens,  and  you 
have  already  loaded  him  with  as  many  as  he  can 

well  bear ; — “  for  bread  you  have  given  him  alhes, 
and  mingled  his  drink  with  tears.”  He  bellows 

and  kicks  againll  this  injurious  treatment,  Jtis 
true ;  but  his  groans  and  his  ftruggles  are  like 
thofe  of  the  beaft  who,  having  fuffered  bis  nails 
to  be  clipped,  and  his  teeth  to  be  torn  out,  be- 
came  an  objeft  of  contempt  and  mockery  to  the 

power 
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power  that  had  betrayed  and  fubjugated  him. 
You  tell  him  46  coercion  is  neceflary  — that  "  it 
is  for  his  good  that  you  have  curtailed  him  in 
his  privileges; — and  that  his  grievances  arc 
groundlefs  and  imaginary.”  He  was  too  pletho¬ 
ric,  and  you  let  him  blood ;  he  lived  too  full  and 
you  put  him  on  fpare  diet ;  and  it  was  prudent 
to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  his  complainings.  But— 
44  Doth  the  wild  afs  bray  when  he  hath  grafs  ? 
or  loweth  the  ox  over  his  fodder  ?”  was  a  quef- 
tion  propofed  to  fome  fuch  comforter ;  and  let 
me  add,  that  patience  may  beexhaufted  well 
as  ftrength,  and  that  the  exacerbation  of  either 
may  alike  prove  dangerous.  Beware  Ijow  you 
goad  this  heretofore  patient  animal.  You  may 
roufe  him  to  defperation,  and  force  him,  like  the 
captive  Danite,  to  pull  down  and  lay  in  ruins 
the  majeftic  Temple  which  his  anceftors  had 
raifed  and  cemented  with  their  blood,-  and  whicli 
you.  Sir,  have  undermined  and  weakened.  That 
lately  fabric,  which  arofe  from  a  fimple  but 
grand  deiign,  on  the  banks  of  Runnymead,  to  be 
the  envy  and  admiration  of  mankind  ;  whofe 
foundation  was  Magna-CJharta,  snd  its  fuper- 
ftrudlure  the  the  Bill  of  Rights.  Why  do  I 
ufe  the  paji  tenfe? — To  avoid  the  anachronifm 
in  which  the  prefent  would  involve  me,  fhould 
I  confound  together  the  period  at  which  it  flou* 
rifhed,  with  that  in  which  it  declined :  and 
by  fubftituting  one  sera  for  another,  betray 
fhe  ignorant  into  a  refeareh  aft^r  proportions 

and 

V  *  * 
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and  fymmetries  that  are  arc-  no  longer  to  be 
found. 

Yes  ! — that  much  boafted  ConfHtution  of  1688 
is  no  more;  and  in  vain  fhall  we  endeavour  to 
trace  it  out  in  1795,  if  thofe  loft}7  land-marks 
and  ancient  mounds,  which  vTere  raifed  about  it 
to  defend  and  point  it  out  to  foreign  nations, 
to  be  admired  and  imitated  by  them,  are  fuffered 
to  be  haftily  removed,  and  forcibly  torn  away, 
in  every  arbitrary  change  or  feudal  innovation. 
Juftly  has  the  Fnglifh  nation  been  jealous  of  its 
Conftitution,  and  fearful  of  every  alteration  in 
a  ftru£jture  fo  complicated,  where  the  flighted 
abridgment,  in  any  one  part,  might  lead  to  the 
fubverfion  of  the  whole.  For  you,  Sir,  was  re- 
ferved  the  glory  of  this  dangerous  experiment- 
You  framed  the  plot  and  arranged  the  incidents 
of  the  drama,  and  it  is  referved  for  future  ages 
to  witnefs  the  cataftrophe. 

If  the  maxim  of  philofopby  be  true,  that  “every 
age  bears,  in  fome  manner,  within  itfelf,  the  age 
that  is  to  follow  — what  changes  may  we  not 
expe&  from  the  opinions  that  have  taken  root  in 
the  mind  of  the  riling  generation  ?  and  have  we 
not  reafon  to  dread  that  jour  defperate  attacks 
on  the  liberty  of  the  fubjeft,  and  the  freedom  of 
dilcuffion,  may  precipitate  a  Revolution  in  which 
the  Conllitution  may  be  laid  proftrate,  and  with 
it  perilh,  in  one  undiftinguilhed  ruin,  the  men 
who  revered  it,  and  thofe  who  achieved  its  over- 

■  1  \ 
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throw,  and  from  their  a  fries*  perhaps,  arife  the 
Phsenix  of  Republicanifm  ? 

It  is  not,  believe  me,  the  dodlrines  of  Paine, 
or  the  Ledfures  of  Thelwall,  that  can  endanger 
its  fecurity.  True  harmony  cannot  exift  without 
the  intervention  of  difcoidf  and  merits  arc 
brought  to  light  by  the  cavil  that  would  depre¬ 
ciate  them.  This  apothegm  you  have  not  weigh¬ 
ed,  and  your  meafures  all  tend  to  counteraft 
your  intentions.  You  may  filence,  it  is  true,  the 
voice  of  complaint  by  the  influence  of  menace, 
and  drown  the  murmurs  of  the  people  in  the 
noife  of  mufquetry,  and  the  groans  of  the  dying  ; 
but  you  cannot  fmother  their  difcontents,  norex- 
tinguifh  in  their  fouls  the  genuine  fentiments  of 
humanity,  panting  under  the  preffure  of  new 
pains  and  penalties.  Thefe  novel  enactments, 
fo  dangerous  to  its  deareft  rights,  rankle  in  the 
public  mind — 

Hacret  lateri  Jet halis  anindo— 
and  nothing  but  the  lenient  hand  of  the  Sove¬ 
reign  can  now  remove  them.  You  have,  unwit¬ 
tingly  no  doubt,  afforded  him  an  opportunity, 
a  mid  ft  the  {forms  and  convulfions  you  have 
railed,  of  being  the  moft  popular  King  in  Europe; 
and  I  fmeerely  hope  he  will  adopt  that  mode  of 
conduCf  moft  congenial  to  the  inclinations  of  his 
heart,  notwithftanding  the  pretexts  you  have 
raifed  and  the  crimes  you  have  conjured  up  to 
alienate  and  deaden  them. 

The  undue  influence  which  has  been  exerted 
to  procure  Courrer-petitions  to  thofe  prefented 

againft 
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again#  tbefe  obnoxious  Bills,  is  too  notorious  to 
need  a  comment,  and  too  flagrant  to  be  palled 
tamely  by.  If  peace  is  to  be  obtained  through 
the  medium  of  the  popular  anxiety  for  it,  how 
comes  it  to  pafs,  that  the  Petitions  of  a  great 
majority  of  the  people  of  England  again#  the 
infringement  of  their  rights,  is  unheeded  by  the 
Minister  ?  For  it  is  not  often  that,  by  the 
Freedom  of  Speech,  the  complaints  of  the  op- 
prefled  can  reach  the  throne :  “  It  is  not  (fays 
“  the  Poet  Saadi),  the  timid  voice  of  Minifters 
cc  that  ought  to  bring  to  the  ears  of  Kings  the 
cc  lamentations  of  the  miferable  : — The  criesof  the 
<c  People  fhould  pierce  dire&ly  to  the  Throne.” 

It  is  not,  when  you  apply  to  the  Legiflature 
through  the  organ  of  the  Executive  Branch,  “  to 
make  provinon  for  the  extraordinary  expences  of 
<c  the  enfuing  year,”  that  you  fhould  advife  the 
Monarch  to  be  deaf  to  the  cries  of  his  People, 
befeeching  him  to  maintain  thofe  principles  invio¬ 
late,  which  placed  his  Family  on  the  Throne 
It  is  not  by  a  bafe  and  treacherous  abandonment 
of  the  hippie  and  ready  Reeves,  that  you  can  glean 
a  tranfient  popularity,  or  render  palatable  your  ob¬ 
noxious  meafures — Nor  is  it  by  pronouncing  his 
wretched  pamphlet  a  Libel  on  the  Conftitution,  that 
you  will  be  accounted  lefs  its  foe,  c<  We  hate  the 
traitor  though  we  love  the  treafon;”  and  this  is 
not  the  firft  inftance  in  which  you  facrificed  an 
adherent  to  give  colour  to  an  evafion. 

It  is  not  the  coy  and  crafty  phrafeology  of  an 
ambiguous  Mefiage,  worded  by  yourfelf,  that  can 

induce 
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induce  the  monied  men,  whom  you  have  cajoled,' 
to  believe  that  Peace  is  one  whit  the  nearer,  or 
keep  up  the  funds,  which  rofe  a  few  per  cent, 
higher  on  the  inftant.  You  have  made  a  covert 
bargain,  and  the  Public  have  loft  one  million 
and  a  half  at  leaft ;  nor  can  the  dulleft  Cit 
that  traverfes  the  ’Change  be  brought  to  believe, 
that  a  Mefiage,  delivered  in  Parliament  but  a  few 
days  after  the  negociation  for  the  Loan  had  been 
concluded,  was  not  preconcerted,  and  defigned 

to  create  a  fi&itious  credit ! ! !  — 

•  * 

And  here  let  me  for  a  moment  paufe,  to  admire 
how  this  fudden  change  in  the  minds  of  his  Majef- 
fty’s  Minifters  was  brought  about,  and  what  this 
crisis  can  be, cc  which  was  depending  at  the  com- 
“  mencement  of  the  prefent  Seflion,  and  that  has  led 
“  to  fuch  an  order  of  things  in  France  as  to  induce 
“  his  Majefty  to  meet  any  difpofition  for  negociation 
“  on  the  part  of  the  enemy?”  Not  to  recapitulate 
the  arguments  already  ufed,  and  fo  ably  advanced, 
by  the  friends  of  the  People  in  Parliament,  I 
declare  moft  folemnly — That  crifis  is  an  enigma 
to  me,  and  I  can  confider  the  words  that  com- 
pofe  it  as  nothing  more  than  that  cabalistical 
jargon  which  has  fo  long  confounded  and  amaz¬ 
ed  common  fenfe  and  right  reafon,  in  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  thefe  memorable  and  myftical  founds-^ 
That  there  is  a  Ct  reafonable  hope  ”  that,  from  the 
“  interpofition  of  a  falutary  check  f  in  the  “  prefent 
crisis  of  exifting  circumftancesf  that  our  u  Mif- 
cellaveous  expences  and  foreign  Secret  Service 
Money1 ’  may  render  the  iC  Government  of  France 

capable 
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capable  of  maintaining  the  accujlomed  relations  of 
Peace  and  Amity  !  !  !”  Thefe  are  the  figns  that 
compofe  your  political  Horofcope ;  and  it  would 
be  both  prefumptuous  and  profane  to  queftion 
their  efficacy. 

I  could  enlarge  much  longer  on  the  bleffings  we 
enjoy,  and  are  ltill  likely  to  derive  from  your  propi¬ 
tious  Adminiftration,  but  that  the  fhort  remnant  of 
my  paper  tells  me  it  is  time  to  conclude  the  prefent 
letter ;  and,  ffiouldyou  perfevere  in  abridging  the  li¬ 
berties  of  the  Prefs,  it  may,  perhaps,  be  the  means 
of  rendering  the  correfpondence  lefs  frequent  and 
interefting  $  but  while  the  privilege  remains  to  me  of 
cautioning  and  expoftulating  with  you,  let  me  re¬ 
mind  you,  in  the  language  of  parable,  and  in 
the  words  of  a  celebrated  Writer* — <€  That  pub- 
“  lie  humanity  is  fo  me  times  void  of  pity  for  indi- 
fC  viduals. — When  a  veffel  is  furprifed  by  long 
6<  calms,  and  that  famine  has,  with  an  imperious  * 
C€  voice,  commanded  the  mariners  to  draw  lots  for 
u  the  unfortunate  vi&im  who  is  to  ferve  for  a  v 
u  repaft  to  his  companions,  they  kill  him  without 
“  remorfe.  That  veffel  is  the  emblem  of  a 
**  Nation,  and  every  thing  becomes  lawful, 

<c  and  even  virtuous  that  procures  the  Public 
**  Safety” — Confider  this  maturely ;  and,  when 
you  next  throw  out  a  tub  to  the  Whale ,  think  of 
the  Prophet  Jonah,  and  remember  your  friend-— 

Dec.  17,  1795.  BOLINGBROKE. 

D  LETTER 

*  Helvetius  de  \*  Efprit 
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LETTER  IV. 


“  Quoufque  tandem  abutere,  Catalina,  patientia  note?” 

•  ■  *  '  I  | 

How  long,  Sir,  will  you  perfevere  in  your 
rafh  and  dangerous  proje&s  ?— *  How  long  mull 
the  nation  groan  under  the  curfe  of  your  admi- 
niftration  ? — How  many  frefh  affli&ions  muft  fhe 
bear  before  the  bitter  cup  fhall  pafs  away,  and 
her  fufferings  be  finally  accomplifhed  ?— -Already 
have  you  trampled  on  every  privilege  that  was 
lacred  in  the  Conftitution. — Already  have  your 
defigns  upon  the  common-wealth  a  fill  me  d  an 
,  afped  as  open  and  palpable  as  thofe  of  that 
daring  and  defperate  confpirator,  to  whom,  in 
many  refpeds,  you  bear  no  feeble  refemblancc, 
.  Like  him,  you  have  imbrued  your  hands  in  civic 
blood. — Like  him,  you  have  levied  war  againfl 
the  Republic. — Like  him,  you  have  confpired 
againfl  the  liberties  of  your  country,  and  like 
him,  reached  the  acme  of  political  depravity  ! !  !. 

Let  me  not  here  be  wilfully  mifunderftood— 
l  mean  not  fo  much  to  arraign  the  vices  of  the 
w/w,  as  the  mifdeeds  of  the  minijler  ;  nor  addrefs 

you 
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you  in  your  perfonaly  but  in  your  political  capa¬ 
city. — I  know  you  refpedl  the  decalogue. — I 
know  that  you  would  not  kill — *  bear  falfe  wit - 
nefs ; — or  commit  adultery  !  ! — Y  et  blood  has  been 
fhed,  in  your  reign,  both  in  the  field  and  on  the 
fcaffold,  in  the  progrefs  of  a  war  as  juji  as  it 
was  necejfary  !  Which  was  the  inevitable  refult 

of  your  judicious  political  undertakings ! - 

“  The  vices  of  the  people  (fays  an  authority 
which  I  have  often  had  occafion  to  quote  to  you 
in  the  progrefs  of  this  our  correfpondence)  “  lie 
“  at  the  bottom  of  its  legiflation,  there  he  muft 
Cf  fearch,  who  would  pluck  up  the  root  whence 
“  its  vices  arife  ;  and  he  who  wrants  either  pene- 
c<  tration  or  courage  for  fuch  an  undertaking,  is, 
“  in  this  refpedf,  of  littlg  or  no  ufe  to  the  univerfe.”f 

I  have  endeavoured  to  trace  thefe  vices  from 
their  fource,  and  {till  diredled  my  attention  to 
firft  principles ;  my  refearches  have  all  tended 
to  confirm  the.  original  bias  of  my  mind,  and 
the  unerring  index  of  reafon,  pointed  to  you. 

If  truth  be,  in  the  abftradt,  a  libel ;  this  may 
be  tortured  into  one,  no  doubt : — but  if  inten¬ 
tion  be  confidered  the  gist  of  the  offence  ; 
mine,  I  trufl,  will  appear  a  pure  one ; — for  I  aim 
not  to  <c  procure  the  death  of  a  {inner,  but 
rather  that  he  may  turn  from  his  iniquities,  and 

*  The  Rt.  Honorable  Gent,  is  as  notorious  for  his  adherence 
to  truth,  as  he  is  remarkable  for  his  chaftity.  vide  State 
Trials  at  the  Old  Baily. 


f  Helvetius. 
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live.”--- -—Not  to  malign  the  man,  but  to  reprove 
the  magiftrate :  and  when  a  citizen  is  animated 
by  the  general  welfare,  he  will  always  diffufe 
through  his  work  the  <c  perfume  of  truth.” 

If  I  fpeak  daggers  to  you,  it  is  to  prevent 
the  neceffity  of  tiling  them,  for  Minifters  are  yet 
but  men,  and  the  ftroke  of  defpair  can  no  more 
be  avoided  than  that  of  the  forked  lightning. 

It  is  from  the  half-witted  moderation  of  the 
people,  perhaps,  that  you  are  indebted  for  your 
prefervation  $  and  I  truft  in  God,  that  the  dam¬ 
nable  dodlrine  of  “  killing  no  murder,” 
which  appalled  the  Prote&or,  is  confidered  as 
apocryphal,  in  the  prefent  day,  by  the  difciples 
of  Liberty,  when  applied  to  our  modern  Crom¬ 
well.— For  God  (fays  the  poet)  often  deprives 
€<  nations  of  one  half  of  their  underftandings, 
**  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  bear  the  miferies 
"  and  punifhments  of  Slavery and  there  is, 
believe  me  Sir,  a  degree  of  mortal  anguifh 
annexed  to  fuffering  humanity,  which  becomes 
intolerable. - 

“  Ultra  citraque  nequit  confiftere  re&um.” 

If  the  viciffitudes  of  fortune  and  the  chaftife- 
ments  of  fate,  have  been,  forages,  the  theme  of 
philofophy,  examples  innumerable  have  occurred, 
in  the  prefent  times,  to  illuflrate  the  inftability  of 
human  greatnefs,  and  inculcate,  with  dida&ic 
energy,  this  moral,  that,  the  paths  of  Ambi¬ 
tion  often  lead  to  ruin.”— 

The  commerce — credit, — wealth,— population 
and  refources  of  the  empire  have  been  plunged 

into 
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nto  a  devouring  gulph  by  the  overweening  arro¬ 
gance  of  one  man,  and  his  infatiable  lull  for 
power. — The  finews  of  war  are  relaxed — the 
flower  of  our  armies  is  withered — debt  accumu¬ 
lates — famine  impends— and  Hannibal  is  at  our 
gates : — even  the  elements,  combining  with  this 
hod  of  evils,  fcatter  our  fleets ;  and  as  it  were,  pod* 
poning  the  accuftomed  feafon  of  their  ire,*  keep 
pace  with  minifterial  tardinefs— delay  their  rage 
till  the  Armada' fails,  and  then  accomplifh  what 
confinement  and  difeafe  had  left  unfinifhed  ! !  1 

cc  As  the  Lord  liveth,  the  man  that  hath  done 
<c  this  deed  fhould  furely  die.” 

“  And  Nathan  faid  unto  David-— --thou  art 

THE  MAN.” 

Shall  not  the  People  demand  of  that  man  a 
ftri&  account  of  his  conduct  ?  Shall  not  their 
complaints  aflail  the  throne,  and  their  difcontents 
go  forth  like  a  whirlwind?  And  fhall  they  not  be  juf- 
tified  even  in  petitioning  for  the  removal  of  him  and 

of  fuch  intolerable  grievances  ? - No — Famine 

muft  Another  her  groans — and  anguifh  her  com¬ 
plainings,  left  magifterial  fagacity  ftiould  interpret 
murmur  into  revolt,  and  remonftrance  into 
sedition! — For  fuch  is  the  law  and  the  ftatute. — 
Good  God  !  is  this  more  than  Hebrew  Captivity 
to  be  endured  much  longer — or  can  the  ingenuity 
of  man  invent  a  greater  or  more  inquifitorial 
refinement  of  torture,  than  to  gag  mifery  and 
filence,  with  a  muzzle,  the  cries  of  the  wretch  who 
is  bound  and  laid  proftrate  under  an  intolerable 

*  The  autumnal  equinox  of  the  rear  .1795  palled  with 
uaufual  mild  a  els. 

pieflure  ?* 
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preffure  ?*  This  good  work  you  have  atchieved 
with  the  addrefs  of  a  Bafhaw,  and  the  pious  aft 
has  paired  with  the  concurrence  of  the  mufti* 

Let  the  people  therefore  fubmit  in  filence,  and 
in  fecret,  praife  God  for  having  fet  over  them  fuch 

rulers. - But,  beware  the  Ides  of  February,  and 

the  accomplifhment  of  that  feptennial  period,  when 
your  Adminiftration  had  nearly  been  overturned, 
by  a  circumftance,  which  Mr  Burke  would  ftile 
<c  a  peculiar  interpojition  of  Providence .f 

Beware  of  the  caprice  of  the  fickle  Goddefs, 
who,  to  compleat  the  fixth  curfe  in  the  LitanyJ 
may  fend  you  a  bow-ftring  as  a  paifport  out  of 
office. — Believe  me,  thefe  temporary  expedients 
will  never  anfwer.  The  grand  Confederacy  hav¬ 
ing  failed,  under  its  various  pretexts,  to  eftablifh 

defpotifm  ;  thefe  minor  artifices  but  tend  to  fhew 
that,  like  a  hunted  hare,  you  are  reduced  to 
make  your  la  ft  double . 

For  it  was  not  the  opening  of  the  Scheld — nor 
the  protection  of  Holland — It  was  not  the  refto- 
ration  of  Royalty  in  France,  nor  the  dread  of 
Jacobin  principles  prevailing  in  England — nor 

*  The  punifliment  of  {4  pain  forte  et  dure”  was  inflicted 
formerly  to  make  men  fpeak— -They  muft  now  fuffer  and 
ftand  mute. 

f  At  the  period  when  our  molt  gracious  Sovereign  was 
fuffering  a  fevere  affliction — -this  humane  man  faid — “  God 
feemed  to  have  hurled  him  from  his  Throne.”  Yet  this 
man  is  a  Petitioner,  and  in  the  Cabinet! ! 

X  From  Plague — Peftilcnce  and  Famine — Battle — Murder 
and  Sudden  Death  —Good  Lord  deliver  us! 


was 
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was  it  to  preferve  the  balance  of  power  in 
Europe,  that  forced  you  reludantly  to  “  cry  havoc, 
and  let  flip  the  dogs  of  war  But  it  was,  from 
the  beginning,  a  plot  againfl  the  Common-wealth, 
and  a  premeditated  deflgn  againfl  the  liberties  of 
the  People.  Burke  wrote  a  book,  under  the 
impreflion  of  perverted  feelings,  and  with  all  the 
enthufiafm  of  an  he&ic  and  difordered  mind: 
You  took  advantage  of  his  phrenfy,  made  him 
your  dupe  and  converted  his  ravings  into  political 
apothegms,  in  order  to  eflablifh  your  fyflem  of 
Coercion. - 

The  God  of  Battles  was  againfl  you. - 

You  then  fhift  your  ground  and  with  all  the 
fubtle  ingenuity  of  a  Titus  Oates,  contrive,  or  at 
leafl  affect  to  credit  the  exiflence  of  dangerous 
plots  and  confpiracies  againfl  the  perfon  and 
dignity  of  our  mofl  gracious  Sovereign,  and  he 
is  fet  up — as  it  were,  a  butt,  to  be  pelted  at — 
For  what  reafoning  mind  could  conclude,  that  if 
a  conipiracy  did  really  exifl  and  that  the  people 
were  grown  fo  daring  and  defperate  as  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  perfonal  violence,  that  they  would  infult 
the  facred  perfon  of  their  Sovereign,  and  unawed 
by  his  public  flation  and  private  virtues,  trample  on 
bis  dignity,  rather  than  remove  the  root  of  the 
evil,  and  by  an  aft  of  fummary  juftice  on  the  head 
of  his  minifler,  deter  others  from  contemning  the 
welfare  and  profperity  of  a  Whole  Nation  ! ! 

The  contrivance.  Sir,  was  too  Hale — and  re- 
fembled  the  pop-gun  plot  too  nearly,  to  go  down 
with  general  credence.  Abandon  thefe  wretched 

fhifts. 
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fhiftSj  nor  infult  the  dignity  of  the  firft  magiftrate 
in  the  land*  by  furrounding  his  author itity 'with 
intrenchments,  and  environing  his  perfon  with 
guards,  incompatible  with  the  fovereignty  of  a 
free  people.  For  princes  ftill  find  their  beft 
and  fureft  prote&ion  in  the  affe&ions  of  their 
fubje&s,  and  when  fufpicion  begins  to  arife 
from  the  impofition  of  unnecefiary  precautions, 
there  is  an  end  of  that  mutual  confidence  and 
love,  that  Ihould  ever  bind  them  together  in  the 
bonds  of  indifloluble  amity.  t 

You  now  begin  to  fee  your  error,  and  wifh  to 
retra&  when  it  is  too  late,  and  when  repentance 
cannot  wafh  out  fhame.'  You  would  now  treat 
with  France,  if  fhe  would  treat  with  you.  But 
let  me  venture  to  predift,  that  we  can  never  ex¬ 
pert  a  fair  and  bona  fde  negociation  to  take 
place,  while  you  nominate  the  under-writer, 
nor  can  we  ever  hope  for  a  permanent  and  ad¬ 
vantageous  peace  while  you  are  the  minifter. 

With  this  obfervation  I  (hall  take  my  leave 
for  the  prefect,  and  will  only  add — that  notwith- 
flanding  the  veneration  I  entertain  for  you.  The 
king  has  not  a  fubjedl  more  loyal,  nor  the  con- 
ftitution  a  friend  more  fincere,  than — 

BOLINGBROKE. 

January,  1796. 


